2     THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH IN INDIA
l>y advanced language teachers in England. In particular
they have tended to misinterpret or to overrate the
Direct Method, a topic to be considered in detail in
Chapter IV below.
First of all, then, we should clear the ground by bring-
ing into prominence the special character of the problem.
In what follows I have the Punjab in my mind's eye,
but this does not mean that the points I raise do not
apply in great part to other provinces of India.
English a Modern Foreign Language
In the first place, (1) English in India is a Modern
Poreign language, differing more from any vernacular
familiar to the pupil than English differs from French
or German. That English is a foreign language to the
pupil is the least special of the five circumstances, but
it is a circumstance which in the standards expected
of the pupil, in the distribution of emphasis upon the
•different attainments that are associated with language
study, in the selection of books for study and in the
methods adopted in teaching, is repeatedly overlooked,
more perhaps at the University than at the school stage
of education. This fact of the foreign character of
English we must as teachers keep consciously and
steadily in view. Its significance for school teachers
-will be unfolded later on.
Taught with Special Aims
This brings me to the second circumstance of impor-
tance. Allowing English to be a modern foreign
language,
(2) it yet has to be taught in Indfa with an aim
rather different from that with which, say, French or
German1 is taught in secondary schools in England. The
ordinary English pupil learning French at school will
still continue to use his native tongue as his ordinary
means of communication. At the University stage, for
example, he will listen to lectures given in his mother
tongue; if he have an office appointment, he will not
ordinarily conduct his correspondence in French or
German; and members of the educated or official sections

